
CITY OF ASTORIA 




CITY COUNCIL JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

City Council Chambers
March 6, 2017
A regular meeting of the Astoria Common Council was held at the above place at the hour of 7:00 pm.

Councilors Present: Jones, Price, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear.
Councilors Excused: Nemlowill 
Staff Present: City Manager Estes, Community Development Director Cronin, Parks and Recreation Director Cosby, Finance Director Brooks, Fire Chief Ames, Police Chief Johnston,  Public Works Director Cook, Library Director Pearson, and City Attorney Henningsgaard. The meeting is recorded and will be transcribed by ABC Transcription Services, Inc. 

REPORTS OF COUNCILORS
Item 3(a):
Councilor Jones reported his Meet the Councilor event would be on Friday, March 10th at 10:00 am at Alderbrook Hall. He planned to speak about what is going on in the city and seek input from any Astoria residents, but particularly Ward 4 residents.

Item 3(b):
Councilor Price reported that over the weekend, a couple of people told her their house had recently been reappraised by the County and they wanted to know if this was being done citywide. About two and a half years ago during Astoria’s public land sales, the Clatsop County Assessor’s Officer had told her the County was reappraising properties in Cannon Beach at that time and would be doing the same in Astoria in about two years. The County will be appraising properties in Astoria in the fall and they believe it will be a three-year project. The appraisals only affect the real market values, not assessed values that property taxes are based on.

Item 3(c):
Councilor Brownson reported that he and Mayor LaMear were on the radio a couple of weeks ago with Joan Herman at KMUN to talk about City Council’s goals. He also attended a town hall with Ron Wyden at the Astoria High School auditorium, which was packed. He noted that Senator Suzanne Bonamici would be at Warrenton High School in April. He met with Martha McLennan, Executive Director of Northwest Alternative Housing, to talk about affordable housing alternatives particularly with regards to the creation of rental space for Astoria’s workforce. His next Meet the Council event will be on March 16th at Three Cups of Coffee at 5:00 pm. All Astorian’s are welcome, but he would really like to see people from his ward.

Item 3(d):
Mayor LaMear reported that she and Councilor Brownson were on KMUN with Joan Herman to talk about three of City Council’s goals. She hoped people heard the conversation and had some feedback for Council. She also hoped other Councilors would have the chance to talk about some of the other goals. She was proud of this year’s goals and believed the entire Council agreed on them. Council really considered whether the City could actually achieve each goal because in the past, some of the goals have remained on the list year after year. This year’s goals are achievable and she was excited about them. She held a Meet the Mayor event on Wednesday, March 1st. She never knows what topics will be covered and enjoys the meetings very much. She sits at a table with everyone to talk about issues and brainstorm. The meetings, which are always the first Wednesday of the month at noon, are a learning experience for her and she encouraged everyone to attend.
CHANGES TO AGENDA
No changes.
PROCLAMATIONS

Item 5(a):
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Mayor LaMear read the proclamation declaring April Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

Item 5(b):
Child Abuse Prevention Month
Mayor LaMear said that after serving as a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) for 13 years, this proclamation was especially profound and important to her. She read the proclamation declaring April Child Abuse Prevention Month.
PRESENTATIONS

Item 6(a):
Kevin Leahy of Clatsop Economic Development Resources (CEDR)

Kevin Leahy, 3560 Irving Ave., Astoria, presented annual updates for CEDR and Clatsop Community College Small Business Development Center (SBDC). Copies of his presentation were made available. The annual update included statistics about the services that SBDC offered to the local business community throughout the year and details of CEDR’s projects with non-profit, public sector, and private sector partners. He invited the public to attend the next CEDR awards event on March 22nd at the Seaside Convention Center at 5:30 pm.
Councilor Price said she believed the $10,000 that Astoria budgeted for CEDR was being well spent. She asked how much CEDR received from the Small Business Administration (SBA) and if that amount would be reduced next year. Mr. Leahy stated CEDR’s total budget last year was $261,000. SBA’s funding has been $30,150 for the last 15 years and he believed the amount would remain the same. Funding from Business Oregon last year was $42,000 and he believed this amount would remain the same as well, given the services offered and the results of those services.
Councilor Jones noted that the proposed 17 percent budget reduction for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) includes eliminating the Sea Grant program. He hoped elected representatives could help get some funding back into the budget and confirmed CEDR was advocating for the program. He asked what would happen to the commercial fishing vessels if Astoria Marine Construction Company could no longer do business in Astoria. Mr. Leahy believed the vessels would relocate. When the fishing boats are in Astoria being repaired, the crews stay in Astoria for four or five weeks. Losing Astoria Marine would be a huge economic loss and a tremendous burden for the region.

Mayor LaMear said Astoria Marine recently received an historic recognition, but it would not help them stay in business. Mr. Leahy added that the historic designation puts constraints on some of the repairs needed to the building. Mayor LaMear thanked Mr. Leahy for his presentation and said she was amazed at all of things he does. She looked forward to touring the seafood facilities on May 31st.
CONSENT CALENDAR
The following items were presented on the Consent Calendar:

7 (a) City Council Minutes of 2/6/17
7 (b) City Council Work Session Minutes of 2/8/17
7 (c) Boards and Commission Minutes

(1) Historic Landmarks Commission Meeting of 12/20/16
(2) Library Board Meeting of 2/24/17
(3) Planning Commission Meeting of 12/6/16
7 (d) Authorization to Light the Astoria Column Teal for the Month of April in Recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Child Abuse Prevention Month (Parks)
7 (e) Request by Richard Seppa to Remove Trees on City Property Adjacent to 2904 Irving (Public Works)
7 (f) Request to Extend Moratorium on Lane Rental Fees Charged to North Coast Swim Club and the Astoria School District (Parks)

Mayor LaMear requested Item 7(f) be removed for further discussion. 

City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Brownson, seconded by Councilor Jones, to approve Items 7(a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) of the Consent Calendar. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.
Item 7(f):
Request to Extend Moratorium on Lane Rental Fees Charged to North Coast Swim Club and the Astoria School District (Parks)

Mayor LaMear asked if the swim club and school district were working with the Parks and Recreation Community Foundation to see if there is any relief on the lane rental fees. Director Cosby said the Parks Foundation invited the swim club to their last board meeting to present them with a $1,000 grant to fund scholarships for low-income swimmers. She confirmed the swim club was the only organization to approach the Parks Foundations. City Manager Estes added that there have been no further discussions about subsidizing lane rental fees.
Councilor Brownson asked if this would be discussed at the next work session. City Manager Estes stated he was not sure because much larger topics were already on the agenda. Councilor Brownson said he hoped this would be the last moratorium and asked if Staff believed a solution would be found within the next 60 days. City Manager Estes explained that Council requested no action be taken until the work session. Staff wants a quick resolution because the City is not receiving funds from either organization. However, the official direction from Council is to charge the school district a higher rate than the swim club. Director Cosby confirmed the rates for each organization are currently being negotiated. City Manager Estes added that the school district originally agreed to pay $10.00 per lane per hour, but the swim club believes they should not pay any lane fees.
Councilor Brownson understood Staff wanted more direction from Council on this issue at the work session. Director Cosby said the entire Parks Department Budget will be addressed during the work session and it would be possible to discuss future fee increases as part of that agenda item.

City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Price, seconded by Councilor Jones, to approve Item 7(f) of the Consent Calendar. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS
Item 8(a):  Ordinance Revising Legal Description to the Astor-West First Amendment (2nd Reading and Adoption) (Community Development)
This ordinance received its first reading at the February 21, 2017 Council meeting. The Astoria City Council approved an ordinance to expand the Astor West Urban Renewal Area on November 21, 2016. After adoption, the amendment was sent to Clatsop County for recording. The County Surveyor’s office noted an error on the legal description, which is a requirement to establish the exact boundary of the amendment. The contracted surveyor has made the corrections and the County Surveyor has approved as to form. The City Attorney has recommended readopting the First Amendment through a revised ordinance. No other changes to the ordinance are proposed and the City Attorney has also approved as to form. It is recommended that the City Council hold a second reading and readopt the ordinance regarding the First Amendment to the Astor West Renewal Plan.
Director Cronin conducted the second reading of the ordinance.

City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Price, seconded by Councilor Jones, to adopt the ordinance revising the legal description to the Astor West First Amendment. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.

Item 8(b): Liquor License Application from Sundeep and Ekam LLC, dba Astoria Mini Mart located at 95 W. Marine Drive, for a Change of Ownership for an Off-Premises Sales with Fuel Pumps License (Finance) 
A Liquor License Application has been filed by Sundeep and Ekam LLC, dba Astoria Mini Mart, located at 95 W. Marine Drive, for a Change of Ownership for an Off-Premises Sales with Fuel Pumps License. The appropriate departments have reviewed the application and it is recommended that Council consider approval of the application.
City Manager Estes confirmed the business currently had an Off-Premises Sales license.
City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Price, seconded by Councilor Brownson, to approve the liquor license application from Sundeep and Ekam LLC, dba Astoria Mini Mart. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.

Item 8(c):  Liquor License Application from LaPlante LLC, dba Fulio’s located at 1149 Commercial Street for a Change of Ownership for a Full On-Premises Sales License and Off-Premises Sales License (Finance)
A Liquor License Application has been filed by LaPlante LLC, dba Fulio’s, located at 1149 Commercial Street, for a Change of Ownership for a Full On-Premises Sales License and an Off-Premises Sales License. The appropriate departments have reviewed the application and it is recommended that Council consider approval of the application.
City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Jones, seconded by Councilor Price to approve the liquor license application from LaPlante LLC, dba Fulio’s. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.

Item 8(d):  Resolution Reaffirming the City of Astoria’s Policy of Inclusivity (City Council)
This proposed resolution was added to the February 21, 2017 City Council agenda. After consideration by the City Council, it was decided that the City Attorney and Staff should review the draft resolution to determine if there were any conflicts or concerns. City Attorney Henningsgaard prepared the revised draft to respond to a concern identified from the Municipal Court. Court dockets are public records and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) had requested to receive those when issued. The earlier draft would have prohibited the Municipal Court from providing the dockets to ICE, which would be in conflict with open records law. Council also determined the resolution should be returned to the March 6, 2017 meeting for further discussion.
Mayor LaMear read into the record the resolution as proposed by Staff.
Councilor Jones said he supported the changes and the language. He commended Staff for catching the discrepancy that would have put the City in violation of the Open Records Act.

Councilor Price stated she would be proud to approve the resolution because the current immigration efforts are cruel. She urged the immigrant community to follow the advice of the Lower Columbia Hispanic Council and Causa, do everything possible to comply with the laws and become documented, and make plans for those involved in the justice system just in case. This resolution shows the City’s support for the immigrant community, but the City cannot do much. ICE does not need help from local law enforcement to apprehend people because they know where people live and work.
Councilor Brownson agreed with Councilor Price. He thanked for Staff for their work on the resolution and said the language was phrased well. He received one email and one phone call from constituents who were concerned about the language failing to make the distinction between legal and illegal immigrants. He understood and believed others in the community felt the same way. However, he believed it was not the City’s business to make that distinction because it is more important for the City to clearly state its support for all of the people that contribute to the good of the community.

Mayor LaMear called for comments from the public.

Fred Bohne, 824 35th Street, Astoria, said the resolution’s list of nationalities that contributed to the history of Astoria omits the Yugoslavs from the Island of Vis. Those fishermen came in large numbers and contributed greatly to this community and he believed they should be included.
City Council Action: Motion made by Councilor Price, seconded by Councilor Brownson to adopt the resolution reaffirming the City of Astoria’s Policy of Inclusivity. Motion carried unanimously. Ayes: Councilors Price, Jones, Brownson, and Mayor LaMear; Nays: None.
NEW BUSINESS & MISCELLANEOUS, PUBLIC COMMENTS (NON-AGENDA)
Loretta Maxwell, 1574 Grand Avenue, Astoria, Grandview Bed and Breakfast, said she attended the last Planning Commission meeting to talk about her position on the petition for homestay permits. The applicant whose permit was being considered at that meeting had done everything she was supposed to do and there was no reason for the permit to be denied. She believed the City needed to consider how many rooms were available. She wanted to know if Astoria was oversaturated with new hotels. She was concerned that the applicant would be sharing a kitchen with guests. Grandview must comply with Health Department rules and be inspected. The homestays should be monitored and regulated the same way.
Jorge Gutierrez, 3734 Franklin Ave., Astoria, thanked Council for passing the inclusivity resolution. The resolution does not do anything new, just reaffirms what the City is already doing. Nevertheless, in these times, it is important to reaffirm the good.

Rick Culver, 3506 Harrison, Astoria, said he attended the last Planning Commission meeting. He has lived in his current neighborhood since 1979 and has raised a family there. The neighborhood is being converted to a vacation rental area. At the Planning Commission meeting, a woman spoke about a short-term rental on Harrison Circle. He no longer parks his car on the street because of the heavy traffic congestion during the summer. His car has been sideswiped and vandalized, possibly because of all of the rentals in the neighborhood, which extend down to Marine Drive. He understood there were not many ordinances regulating short-term rentals. Right now, there are only 11 short-term rentals, which is not many. However, he has seen the issues in Lincoln City, Newport, Seaside, Cannon Beach, and Gearhart. His neighborhood is zoned for residential. When Astoria has events that bring people to town, there is extra congestion. He owns a vacant lot across the street from his house and he allows long-term renters to park their vehicles on the lot to keep them off the street. But the neighborhood is more congested when the vacation homes come in. He picks up more trash, hypodermic needles, and dog waste now than in years past. He hates to call the police every time there is a nuisance issue, but he recently had a person walk through his yard and this person was arrested a few weeks later for assault.
Mayor LaMear confirmed Mr. Culver lived on the intersection of 35th and Harrison. Mr. Culver added that a house on his street recently sold and is now a vacation home, which is not legal in Astoria. Mayor LaMear said it would be helpful for Mr. Culver to put his comments in writing. She explained that she has been compiling letters and she reads every word.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm to convene the Astoria Development Commission meeting. 
ATTEST:






APPROVED:

Finance Director
City Manager 
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